
ASA staff has posted a Candidate Briefing Paper and cover letter in the files area of the ASA Chapter Network Yahoo! group in the "State and Federal Advocacy" folder.  The Briefing Paper (entitled "ASA Chapter Candidate Brfg 2006") and cover letter (entitled "ASA Candidates Briefing Cover") were developed to help inform candidates about the many issues that matter to individuals with autism and their families.  

We urge you to send this information and a personalized cover letter to your candidates for federal office, but more importantly, we recommend that you set up appointments with candidates or mail a copy of the briefing and request a follow-up discussion.  This personal contact will 1) develop relationships with current and future House members and Senators; 2) educate them about autism and issues affecting individuals with autism, and 3) encourage them to develop positions on issues affecting individuals with autism and their families.  During your meeting, you might ask a candidate how he or she feels about issues of importance to the autism community.  
For example, you might ask:

1) Do you support increased funding for research into the 
cause, prevalence, and treatment of autism through the National Institutes of Health and Centers for Disease Control and Prevention?

2) Are you willing to increase funding through federal 
appropriations for services for children and adults with autism, including funding in the Education Department, Department of Health and Human Services, and Department of Labor?

3) Do you support federal legislation to ensure children and adults with autism have access to appropriate acute and mental health services, such as behavioral services, intensive early intervention, and therapeutic services?

4) Will you join the Congressional Caucus on Autism – the 
Coalition for Autism Research and Education (CARE) in the 110th Congress?

Elected officials hold the key to providing additional resources to children and adults with autism and their families.  It's critical that they hear from you now. With more than a month until Election Day, there's still plenty of time for you to make a difference.  Use this opportunity to encourage them to develop an autism platform for their campaign, and please let the Chapter Leaders Network know how it goes!



From ASA and AuSM.  
