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Focus 

1. Results of surveys of SLPsô 

knowledge in serving children with 

ASD

2. ASHA Guidelines for SLPs who 

provide services for children with 

ASD

3. How educational SLPs in MN serve 

children with ASD

2008 Survey Results of ASHA 

School-based SLPs

ÅResults

ÅKnowledge about ASD

ÅAccurate  @ characteristics

ÅMixed perceptions of diagnostic criteria

ÅLimited pre-service training in ASD

ÅSome lack confidence in ability to serve 

children with ASD

ÅLimitations

Å10% return rate (33 states)

ÅPostgraduate training not addressed
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STRATEGIES USED BY EDUCATORS
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*Visual Supports
*Positive Behavior

*PECS
Sensory Integration

Cognitive Training
*AAC

Joint Action Routines
*LEAP
Other

Music Therapy
Recreational Therapy
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Non-SLP SLP

What types of strategiesdo MN 

SLPs report using?

ASHA Documents Guide Us

ÅCode of Ethics

ÅPosition Statement of Roles & 

Responsibilities of SLPs who Diagnose, 

Assess, and Treat ASD

ÅKnowledge & Skills Needed by SLPs for 

Diagnosis, Assessment, and Treatment

ÅGuidelinesfor SLPs in Diagnosis, 

Assessment, and Treatment of ASDs Across 

the Life Span

Åwww.asha.org 

ASHA Position Statement (2006)

Roles & Responsibilities
ÅñSLPs play a critical roleéwith ASDò

ÅSpecial knowledge & skills about

ÅCore impairments = Social communication

ÅAcquisition of form & content of language
ÅArticulation/speech development /oral motor

ÅLanguage development 

ÅSemanticsðinferential, humor, literal meanings

ÅAAC 

ÅSupportive environments & communication 

partners

ÅOpportunities for interaction & communication



T. Estrem April 2009

3

Questions for the Panel: 

Skills & Knowledge

1. In your district, what is your role in 

providing services to children with 

ASD? How do you serve them?

2.What valuable skills do you 

possess/provide to the student with 

ASD and his/her team? What are 

unique to the SLP profession? How 

did you acquire your skills?

District Factors

3) How does your district determine if 

a child with ASD gets served by an 

SLP for related services?

4) What factors impact which kids 

you serve or the goals/skills that 

you address?

ÅHow do you feel about the quality & 

quantity of services you provide?

Ms Autism Question

5) If you had the power to change one 

thing about how you serve children 

with ASD, what would you change?
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Code of Ethics:

Principle II, Rule B

ñIndividuals shall engage in only 

those aspects of the professions 

that are within the scope of their 

competence, considering their 

level of education, training, and 

experience.ò

Evidence-Based Practice

ÅGuidelines for SLPs in Dx, Assessment, and 

Treatment of ASD (2006)

Åhttp://www.asha.org/members/deskref-

journal/deskref/default

ÅGoldstein. (2002). Communication 

Intervention for Children with Autism: A 

Review of Treatment Efficacy. J Autism Dev 

Disorders.

ÅHewitt. (2005). Evaluating Treatment Efficacy 

for Language Facilitation in Autism. 

Perspectives on School-Based Issues.

Resources

ÅASHA website

ÅAutism Society of MN (AusMN)

ÅAutism Society of American website

ÅMN Autism Network

ÅAutism Certificate programs

ÅJournal of Autism & Developmental 

Disabilities


